TIPS FOR THESIS WRITING

A thesis statement is the main idea of your paper. It is the “message” that you are conveying to the reader about your chosen topic. You will be asked to write papers for your social studies classes at the high school and college level. These papers will require that you first develop a thesis.  There are many different types of thesis statements, but the one will be focusing on is an argumentative thesis.

Here’s an example: 

	
High school graduates should be required to take a year off to pursue community service projects before entering college in order to increase their maturity and global awareness.


When you write your thesis keep these tips in mind: 

	1. The first step is to decide on your topic. Next, take a position about your topic.

2. Your argumentative thesis statement should be specific. It should cover only what you will discuss in your paper and should be supported by your body paragraphs with specific supporting details (i.e. evidence, examples, and explanations). 

3. A thesis often is expressed in one sentence at the end of the first paragraph of your paper.

4. First person should never be used. The words “I” or “my” should never be in a thesis statement.

5. Your topic may change as your write, so you may need to revise your thesis statement to reflect exactly what you have discussed in your paper. 

6. Double check to make sure your thesis is clear and concise (it should be specific but not too wordy).


You can also use this formula to craft your thesis.
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Rewrite It - Examples


Give it a try…
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WEAK:


I enjoy white water rafting.





REWRITE:


A first water rafting experience can challenge the body and spirit and transform an adolescent into an adult.








WEAK:


Many people object to today's violent horror movies.





REWRITE:


Despite their high-tech special effects, today's graphically violent horror movies do not convey the creative use of cinematography or the emotional impact displayed in the classic horror films of the 1940s and 50s.











Adapted from the Writing & Research Center’s “Tips for Thesis Statements”

